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As water reflects the face, so one’s life reflects the heart. (Proverb 27 v 18)

What an interesting 
time this isolation 

period has been. It’s 
quite unlike any other period 
we have been through in our 
lives. To suddenly be told we 
had to put on hold all our 
activities, our involvements, 
our gatherings and basically 
our lives to an unforeseeable 
time. We certainly hadn’t 

been prepared for this! What was your reaction? 
Was there panic, was there fear, was there calmness, 
was there the unknown? It has certainly put us into 
a different mode. Just like Moses and the Israelites 
being taken out of their comfort zone to a journey of 
unknowns. And it’s a bit like that for us too.

We’ve had time to catch up on all those unfinished 
projects we kept leaving for tomorrow. But now that 
we have completed these, we begin to miss all that 
we had before lockdown. We are wishing for the past 
and looking back at what we’ve known. We miss the 
people around us. We miss going to our favourite 
restaurant. We miss catching up with a friend for a 
coffee.

I have heard how loneliness is a disease far worse 
than Covid 19. It can bring you more into a place 
of isolation, disconnection and self centeredness. 
However, we can change those glasses and center 
ourselves towards alignment with God.

Psalm 143:10 “Teach me to do Your will, for You are 
my God. May your gracious spirit lead me on level 
ground”

How can we benefit from this time? Time is a precious 
gift. How can it be used wisely? I think of Mary and 
Martha in Luke 10. Martha used her time being busy, 
whilst Mary just wanted to sit with Jesus consuming 
His presence. She built her strength, soul, spirit and 
body just by spending time with Him. She used her 
time just enjoying the present.

I love my walks amongst God’s creation listening and 
observing bird songs, the changing of autumn colours, 
the clarity of the sky and thanking God for all I have. 
But it has also been a valuable time in connecting 
and thinking of others, being creative and trying out 
new things. So, lets stay strong and overflowing with 
God’s presence and His Word as we walk into new 
unknowns, knowing that God has already paved the 
way.

Did you know that the definition of corona is a part 
of the body resembling or likened to a crown. The 
virus particle itself is also described as a crown shaped 
spike. The enemy may think he has power over the 
earth causing destruction and bringing in fear, but we 
need to remember that it is Jesus Christ, the true King, 
who wears the crown and rules over all things even 
the corona virus.

I often find myself singing the lyrics “Through it 
all, through it all, I’ve learned to Trust in Jesus, I’ve 
learned to Trust in God”.

Thank You Lord that You are in control of every aspect 
of our lives. That whatever happens, is in Your timing 
and place as we put our trust in You.

Prov 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways 
submit to Him and He will make your paths straight”.

Trusting God 
in the Unknown a devotion by Jean Griffiths

The Centre would love to put in a water feature.  
Would anyone like to contribute to that? Please contact the Centre
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As water reflects the face, so one’s life reflects the heart. (Proverb 27 v 18)

Disability Awareness Sunday - June 21st 
Life has looked very different for all of us over the last two months. For many of us 
it has been a challenging time. We haven’t been able to do the things we normally 
do or have the freedom we normally do. Some of us have even lost income. During 
times like this it is important to come back to our foundation in Christ. To remind 
ourselves of the foundational truths of our Christian faith. 

This Disability Awareness Sunday we are looking at being made in Gods image. This is a core truth of 
Christianity. All of us bear His image. Each of us has value and worth because we are made in His likeness.  

Perhaps this Disability Awareness Sunday you could interview someone in their church who has a 
disability. Maybe they could speak on Psalm 139. Maybe they could also share how lockdown has affected 
them. 

Resources, videos, images and ideas are available on our website now.

Theme:   
Courageous Faith

Verse:   
2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV) “For God has not 

given us a spirit of fear, but of power 
and of love and of a sound mind.”

Saturday night:  
Virtual Talent Show/Quest

Stay connected for online updates: 
www.elevatecdtcamp.org.nz 

nationalcamp@elevatecdt.org.nz

After much thought and careful 
consideration the Elevate Trust and the 
National Camp Committee have regrettably 
decided not to hold a physical camp this 
year—but we will not be beaten by Covid-19! 

To ensure we all keep safe, National Camp is 
going virtual!! How you might ask? Well, to find 
out, make sure you go to our website to sign up to 
receive email updates or send us an email saying 
“I’m in!” We will send regular updates to keep you 
in the loop…

LABOUR WEEKEND 23-25 OCTOBER
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Feed your faith and your doubts will starve to death.

“He too shared in their 
humanity so that by His death 
He might break the power of him who 
holds the power of death—that is, the 
devil—and free those who all their 
lives were held in slavery by their fear 
of death” (Heb. 2:14–15).

For the fourth time that day, I needed to be lifted 
out of my wheelchair and laid down. We had to 

readjust my corset—shallow breathing, sweating, 
and skyrocketing blood pressure were signalling that 
something was either pinching or bruising my paralyzed 
body. Francie wiped away my tears. As she shifted my 
body, examining my legs and hips for pressure marks, I 
stared at the ceiling. I was done with being paralyzed. 
I was tired of the never-ending, day-to-day disability 
routines. I’d had my fill of it and mumbled to the ceiling, 
“I want to quit.”

“Oh, come on,” Francie joked, “what are you always 
saying? You ‘can’t do quadriplegia,’ but you ‘can do all 
things through Christ’?” I didn’t have a comeback for 
that one, so I remained quiet. We couldn’t find anything 
wrong with my body. Francie hoisted me into my 
wheelchair.

“Where do I go to resign from this stupid paralysis?” 
I said. Francie grinned. She’s heard me say it scores of 
times. As she was about to leave, she paused. “I bet you 
can’t wait for heaven. You know, like Paul said, ‘We 
groan, longing to be clothed with a heavenly dwelling.’ ”

My eyes dampened again, but this time they were tears 
of relief. My Christian friend had just given me a very 
comforting, powerful reminder, “Yeah, it’ll be great,” 

I said. That afternoon, the verse 
she shared stuck with me, and I 
whispered a prayer. “Yes, Lord, I 
do look forward to being whole, 
to having a body that will never 
know pain. But to be honest, 
what I really want is a new heart 
that doesn’t want to give up 
or quit.” I sat in my office and 

dreamed of what I’ve imagined 
a thousand times: heaven. Jesus’ 

death and resurrection secured for us 
many amazing things, and one is a firm 

hope of eternal life in the new heavens and 
new earth with no more sorrow, pain, or tears.

It’s all I needed. That afternoon, I jerked my will right-
side up, refocused my emotions, and realigned my 
thoughts. I repeated Psalm 43:5: “Why are you cast 
down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise Him, my salvation 
and my God” (ESV). I kept talking to my soul, mentally 
rehearsing a flood of other heavenly promises: When 
we see Him, we shall be like Him. … For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality. ... That which is sown in weakness will be 
raised in power. ... He has given us an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade. ... If we suffer with Him, 
we shall reign with Him. Before leaving the office that 
day, I found my courage and said with a smile, “Come 
quickly, Lord Jesus.”

Physical affliction and emotional pain are part of my 
daily routine, but I’ve learned that self-pity can be a 
deadly trap. I quickly move upward and onward. It 
takes resurrection power to do that. Christ’s death and 
resurrection won us many amazing benefits, but I think 
one of the greatest benefits is their power in our daily 
lives. The apostle Paul said, “I want to know Christ—yes, 
to know the power of His resurrection and participation 
in His sufferings” (Phil. 3:10, emphasis added). We share 
in Christ’s sufferings so that we might become like Him 
in His death—that is, that we may have the actual power 
to die to the sins that He died for on the cross. In Christ, 
we have resurrection power to say no to ungodliness and 
yes to living self-controlled lives; we can become holy as 
He is holy; we can partner with the Holy Spirit in fitting 
ourselves for heaven (Titus 2:12; 1 Pet. 1:15; Heb. 11:16).

The death and resurrection of Jesus give weight to the 
reality described in 2 Corinthians 4:18: “So we fix our 

WHY 
SHOULD  
I FEAR
DEATH?

JONI EARECKSON TADA:
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Feed your faith and your doubts will starve to death.

eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since 
what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 
My useless hands—and your wrinkles, your torn meniscus, 
your failing memory, or your macular degeneration—are 
only temporary. It’s our response to those afflictions 
that is eternal. What’s more, those afflictions make the 
here and now seem so vaporous, so thin and wispy. The 
span of our earthly lives is limited; each of our bodies 
will inevitably fail. Christ’s resurrection assures me that 
a new splendorous body awaits me in heaven. So why 
should I fear death? It’s a glorious door into Healing with 
a capital H!

Paul’s desire to “know the power of His resurrection” 
was tied to this hope: “attaining to the resurrection from 
the dead” (Phil. 3:10–11). As Paul knew, Christ’s glorious 
resurrection assures believers of their own resurrection 
from death into eternal life (1 Cor. 15:21–22). For me, 
the death and resurrection of Christ have removed every 
ounce of fear from death. The Grim Reaper is no longer 
the heinous, sharp-fanged, menacing monster it used 
to be. Hebrews 2:14–15 is my safeguard against fear, for 
“by [Jesus’] death He might break the power of him who 
holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear 
of death.” The Devil has no power over me. I’m free from 
being a slave to fear—especially fear of death. Affliction 
has helped make that clear to me.

Most of us are sequestered at home right now, and are 
renewing our devotion to Christ through this time of 

isolation and “safe at home” guidelines. Hardships are 
one way God helps us get our minds on the hereafter. 
Pilgrims aren’t supposed to feel at home on earth. Their 
hearts are on things above; they wait on the Bridegroom. 
They are looking forward to a new body, heart, and 
mind. Pilgrims think about crowns and rewards and 
casting them all at Jesus’ feet. Such realities provide a 
glorious vantage point from which to look upon our 
pain and problems. The soul that mounts up to heaven’s 
kingdom cannot fail to triumph.

It’s odd that it took a wheelchair—something that bolts 
me to earth—to make me see the futility of fighting 
spiritual battles on the earthly plane. We Christians 
need to shift to a higher battleground and choose a 
resurrection perspective in our daily lives. Looking down 
on my problems through the lens of God’s promises 
makes my trials look different. When viewed from a 
human level, my paralysis feels like a huge, impassable 
wall; but when viewed from above, the wall appears 
as a thin line—something that can be overcome. It’s a 
resurrection view, a bird’s-eye view (Isa. 40:31).

Such a heavenly vantage point on our hardships and our 
mortality is made possible only through the death and 
resurrection of our wonderful Saviour. In the here and 
now, may we embrace the power of His resurrection 
to live a godly life. And may we look forward in 
confident hope to the day when we mortals will put on 
immortality. Reprinted from Christianity Today

40 years old Esperanza became blind seven 
years ago as a result of Glaucoma. She is a single 
mother of two children, Christelle and Christian. 
Christelle is nine years old, we look forward to seeing 
her once a month with her mother at Hebron so as to 
receive the generous gifts from her sponsor. 

She leads her mother by the hand, and then 
beautifully and proudly signs our document on behalf 
of her mother. A girl with a big smile, radiating such 
a sweet spirit. Christian is 6 years old in Grade 1, and 

we praise God, Christelle is also able to go to school 
through the blessing of her mother’s friends. 

We met Esperanza when she visited her nephew 
in Hebron Children’s Home, invited her to come to 
our Disability Fellowship, and are very grateful to 
have seen God doing a work in her life. She was so 
delighted, and honoured to learn she had a sponsor, 
she smiled, and as tears rolled down her face, she 
quietly whispered, ‘Thank you Lord for giving me 
a sponsor who is helping me unconditionally. Her 
experience was people didn’t help someone without 
getting anything in return. This money assists in her 
family’s necessities, utility bills, children’s schooling 
needs, food, and to get her small business (store) 
going. 

Please continue to pray for Esperanza and her children 
that God will continue to provide in these difficult 
times, and she will grow closer to Him every day. 

Look what sponsorship 
means to Esperanza 
in the Philippines 
Disability Fellowship
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The right angle to approach a difficult problem is the “try – angle”

A building block in developing 
your friendship with God is 

choosing to be honest with Him. 
God doesn't expect perfection, but He does expect 
honesty. If perfection were a requirement, nobody 
would qualify. In the Bible, God's friends were 
honest about their feelings, even complaining and 
arguing with Him, yet God didn't mind. In fact, He 
encouraged it. God listened patiently to David’s 
accusations of unfairness, betrayal and abandonment. 
He didn’t zap Jeremiah for claiming God had tricked 
him. 

Job was allowed to vent his frustrations and 
bitterness, and God actually defended him for being 
honest. On the other hand, He rebuked Job’s friends 
for faking it when He said, “You haven’t been honest 
with Me or about Me - not the way my friend Job has. 

My friend Job will pray for you, and I will accept his 
prayer.” {JOB CH.42:8}

To be God’s friend, you must share your true 
feelings, not what you think you ought to feel 
or say. Until you gain an understanding that 
God uses everything for good in our lives, you’ll 
harbour resentment towards Him over your looks, 
background, unanswered prayers, past hurts - or an 
entire host of things you’d change if you were God. 

Actually, revealing your feelings and releasing your 
resentments are the first steps to true healing. 
Now, isn’t it encouraging to know that God’s closest 
friends felt just like we do? But instead of masking 
their feelings in pious praying and religious clichés, 
they voice them openly and honestly. Why is that? 
Because expressing them leads to a deeper intimacy 
with God... 

HONESTY WITH GOD 
Sharing your TRUE feelings with Him
by Margie Willers

As a little girl, I believed that a butterfly was just a 
caterpillar with wings. That it had eaten itself all fat 
and lazy…crawled inside a chrysalis…hung out there 
for a certain number of days, all warm and cosy…
grown four wings…and emerged as a beautiful butterfly.

I was SO WRONG! What I discovered more recently 
was this: When a caterpillar is inside the chrysalis,  it’s 
entire body dissolves into a soup-like substance.   If you 
were to slice one open [which I’m not recommending 
you do] a good amount of liquid would squirt out.

However, gradually, as the process continues,  all of the 
cells reform to become the body, limbs and wings of a 
butterfly.  Now, isn’t that amazing! The butterfly has 
become an entirely NEW CREATION! WOW!

I was pondering upon this. Let’s think about this 
process — I mean, it can’t be very pleasant becoming 
completely dissolved into a liquid — how abhorrent!  
But then, it’s totally worth it! A caterpillar can only 
crawl around and eat – it’s life is completely contained  
and boring.

But a butterfly?  Well, a butterfly is a gorgeous 
creature, graceful and oh so elegant. It has certain 
majestic presence, and when it graces you with that 
presence, it takes your breath away. It has wings. It can 
fly.

Next time things are tough and we feel like we might 
be dissolving into  ‘soup-like-substance’, let’s focus on 
those wings. Just as the caterpillar thought the world 
was over, it turned into a most beautiful butterfly…

T H E         
B U T T E R F L Y 
S T O R  Y by Julia Bloore
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The right angle to approach a difficult problem is the “try – angle”

Henri Nouwen
Dutch author and priest Henri Nouwen admits in his book ‘In the Name 
of Jesus’ that he felt as if he was in a “rut” in his life for more than 
twenty years.  Nouwen seemed to have it made, with an outstanding 
academic resume and a noble field of study.  Yet, he said, “As I entered 
into my fifties… I came face-to-face with a simple question, “Did 
becoming older bring me closer to Jesus? After twenty-five years of 
priesthood, I found myself praying poorly, living somewhat isolated 
from other people and very much preoccupied with burning issues… 
I woke up one day with the realisation that I was living in a very dark 
place.”

Nouwen asked God to show him where He wanted him to go and 
the Lord made it clear to him that he should leave his prestigious role 
as a distinguished professor and join the L’Arche communities for 
mentally handicapped people.  In Nouwen’s words, “God said, ‘Go and 
live among the poor in spirit, and they will heal you.”’ So he did.  He 

faced numerous lessons, some painful, a few humiliating, but in all, he learned how to be a humble servant 
and a compassionate, caring friend. Nouwen came to realise: it’s not work that makes a person, but rather 
relationships.

Wonderful though it was that Jesus prayed 
for the disciples during their hours of 
disorientation, what is even more awe-inspiring 
is that He is interceding now for us before the royal 
throne. And we made the point that if we let that 
thought occupy our attention more than it does at 
present, it would make an amazing difference to the 
way we face life.

Robert Murray M’Cheyne, a great writer on the 
subject of prayer who lived in the nineteenth century, 
tells in one of his books how he endeavoured to 
support a young Christian who was extremely timid. 
“I’m so afraid of people.’ Admitted the young man, 
so shy and nervous.  People terrify me.  How can I 
overcome this problem?’ M’Cheyne asked him: ‘What 
if you could hear the Lord Jesus Christ praying for 
you in the next room – and praying for you by name? 

What do you think it would do for you?’ I don’t think 
I would ever be the same again,’ replied the young 
man. ‘Well He is praying for you,’ said M’Cheyne, 
‘not in the next room but on the royal throne.’ That 
idea made such an impact on this withdrawn young 
Christian that he became a transformed person.  

In verse 31 Jesus addresses Simon by name twice, as 
the NIV brings out the plural ‘you’ of the original 
Greek. However, in verse 32 the ‘you’ is singular, and 
Jesus was praying personally for Simon. I imagine 
that Jesus often prayed for each disciple personally.  
Are you feeling bruised and battered by the adverse 
circumstances of your life at this moment? Do you 
wonder where your next ounce of strength is coming 
from? Then listen…listen… your Saviour is interceding 
for you right now.  He is praying for you. And by 
name! 

I’m praying for you.

Taken from God’s Little Devotional Book - Honor Books

Taken from God’s Little Devotional Book - Honor Books
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Aisha Te Kani is a 
medical survivor and 
her story can bring 
us hope. When Aisha 
was born in Tauranga, her 
heart was on the outside 
of her chest and she had 
clubbed feet, amongst other 
challenges. She was not 
expected to live more than a 

day, but she did. A skin graft was placed over her 
heart, and her parents visited her in hospital for 
nine months - because she wasn’t supposed to 
live. But she did, 38 years later Aisha is still going, 
and is the only person living in New Zealand with 
this extreme condition. 
Relatives told her parents that they were being 
cursed for things they’d done wrong, and should 
forget their daughter existed. But their faith in 
God compelled them to believe that every life 
has value. They committed to love Aisha, no 
matter what. At age 5 she started school with a 
fibreglass shield over her chest, and callipers on 
her legs to help her walk. People would stare. 
Joining physical activities was hard. 

By age ten she decided she’d had enough. She 
prepared to end her life - but prayed before she 
did. A picture of her younger brother came into 

her head. She began to think about how her 
decision would affect him - and it caused her to 
choose life! In that moment she felt that God 
spoke to her, saying, “Do you know why I created 
you? Because when people see you, they will 
see me. You are my miracle. Every now and then 
I have to make someone like you show people 
what life is truly about.” 

Her experience brought courage to her heart, 
and meaning began to flow into her life. 

As is to be expected, the challenges have 
continued for Aisha. Yet every time she is in 
hospital enjoying the amazing healthcare our 
society provides, she finds herself a point of 
conversation, not only because her life is a 
miracle, but also because she lives it with such 
courage and joy! 

“This life isn’t all there is,” says Aisha. “All these 
temporary things aren’t our greatest purpose. 

Finding God is, and then showing His love to 
others is!” And Aisha is doing that. She works 
with young people, to help them live with hope.

The best way to get even is to forget.

Aisha Te Kani:  
  A Medical Survivor

Taken from the Hope Project booklet

8



The best way to get even is to forget.

You’ve probably heard the saying: ‘I grumbled 
because I had no shoes, then met a man who 
had no feet.’ In a Peanuts cartoon, Snoopy looks 
in and sees the family sitting around the table 
enjoying Thanksgiving dinner while he’s outside 
eating dog food. “How about that?” he thinks. 
“Everybody’s eating turkey today, but because 
I’m just a dog I get dog food”. Then he suddenly 
regains his perspective. “Of course, things could 
be worse; I could have been born a turkey!” 

How big or difficult our problem appears to be 
is often a matter of perspective. Most difficulties 
we face are pretty insignificant in the larger 
scheme of things. When a friend gets cancer or 

loses a loved one, we’re reminded of just how petty 
our issues are. Author James Agee recalled how he 
once struck up a conservation with an impoverished 
elderly woman in the heart of Appalachia during 
the Great Depression. She lived in a tiny shack 
with dirt floors, no heat, and no plumbing. “What 
would you do,” I asked, “if someone gave you some 
money to help you out?” The woman thought for 
a moment and answered “I guess it’d give it to 
the poor”. Releasing these are people around you 
who have much bigger problem than yours brings 
gratitude and perspective. 

Taken from Workplace Pondering’s Nov 2019

Andrew shares of  
his role:

My name is Andrew Mann. 
I work at Elevate’s Drop 
In Centre in Onehunga, 
Auckland. My work duties at 
Elevate include transporting 
clients in the van, gardening, 
general maintenance, and 
odd jobs. Although on the 
face of it my role too many 

may seem rather mundane, it certainly isn’t. Why 
is that? Very simply it is because of God. God’s 
presence both over Elevate and in those who 
work, volunteer, and attend the Drop In Centre 
is a testimony not only to His existence but to His 
steadfast love and goodness.

Jesus Christ brought me to Elevate in June 2019 
through a series of unusual and unexpected 
events. It was an answer to prayer but certainly an 

answer I could never have imagined. As I look back 
over what is almost a year I am constantly humbled 
and amazed by God’s grace and mercy. The way 
Christ works in and through the many different 
people I have gotten to know and love at Elevate is 
beyond words. The earthly struggle is often deeply 
difficult and painful but the glimpses of an eternity 
in Christ Jesus which are so often experienced at 
Elevate through praise and worship, fellowship, 
prayer and service; strengthen and encourage us all.

As Simon Peter replied to Jesus Christ in John  
6:68-69: 

“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. Also we have come to believe and know 
that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Blessings in Christ Jesus to you all.

It is your donations that enable the Trust to 
pay Andrew and the other staff who are all so 
essential in running the Centre.

Our Staff at the CentreOur Staff at the Centre

KEEPING YOUR 
PROBLEMS IN 
PERSPECTIVE. 
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Kindness is the oil that takes the friction out of life.

Why  
“The Banquet”  
is such a  
special café
Two years ago, we told how Sze, 
together with her team in their church in 
Malaysia, formed a production workshop 
for young adults with special needs, and 
named it STAND. 

One day, the STAND family caught the attention of 
Sze’s husband Hock Cheng, and there and then, God 
planted His big dreams for each of these young lives 
into Hock Cheng’s heart. Why not elevate them into 
a whole new level?... from a production workshop to 
a social enterprise?... from packing straws to making 
pies?... from trainees to employees, able to earn a 
living for themselves?... from people with disabilities 
to God’s signs and wonders, overcoming great 
impossibilities? As for Hock Cheng... from ending 
directing missions in his church to heading a social 
enterprise for young adults with special needs in the 
marketplace.

Last year saw an expansion in clients as some 
companies, churches and cafes have shown interest in 
our products, and quite a few currently place orders 
on a regular basis. Feedback on our pies continues to 
be favourable, and we ventured into the production 
of sweet chocolate and lemon tarts to expand our 
menu. We also thank God for a pool of enthusiastic 
parents who regularly volunteer at STAND.

Do pray for the Lord’s guidance to restore STAND 
which was doing pretty well before the lockdown, 
with three fulltime staff, nine young adults with 
special needs and a handful of volunteers, running 
a five day week. Right now, only Hock Cheng and 
Sze shoulder the workload until things get back to 
normal.

Two years down the road after STAND’s conception, 
Sze felt the Father stirring up a new vision, thus giving 
birth to THE BANQUET last September, a unique 
café that seeks to foster a sense of belonging and to 
promote disability inclusion, in order to encourage 
active participation of people with disabilities in the 
social life of the community.

Sze writes, “We firmly believe that everyone, in 
particular people with disabilities and children with 
special needs, along with their families, should 
have equal opportunities to engage in the life and 
activities of the community. With this in mind, we 
have designed our café to provide a warm welcoming 
environment with easy access, equipped with 
reasonable accommodations to cater to the different 
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Kindness is the oil that takes the friction out of life.

disability needs. Here at THE BANQUET, our objectives 
are to:

Showcase how disability inclusion can be practised 
within a community. Through this, we hope to 
also raise public awareness, enhance acceptance 
and shape positive attitudes towards people with 
disabilities.

Encourage healthy interaction between people with 
different abilities and disabilities,

Give opportunity to young adults with disabilities to 
occasionally help out at the café, and connect with 
our customers; volunteering at the cafe will build 
confidence and enhance their social skills.

Provide hands-on training to our servers in disability 
etiquette.

Sze and another lady are full time staff; two young 
adults with special needs come in twice a week for 
work training with their job coach, and Sze’s children 
and a couple of others volunteer off and on. We have 
a regular pool of diners from the neighbourhood, 
as well as friends with disabilities who are faithful 
supporters of THE BANQUET. We have the occasional 
group bookings for meals and functions. In Sze’s 
own words... “Highlights have definitely been the 
occasions when various individuals, families and 
groups of people with disabilities, and the elderly, 

have stopped by THE BANQUET for a bite and a cup of 
coffee. It is sheer bliss to sit with them, tune in to their 
stories, play board games together, and just celebrate 
a jolly good time. After all, isn’t this the heart of THE 
BANQUET, and of our benevolent Father who calls all 
these precious ones to come and feast at His table, for 
He longs to know each of us personally.”

What have 
the Elevate 
staff been 
doing during 
Lockdown? 
ZOOMING!!!

We need to pray for their continuing after Covid-19
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The mighty oak was once a little nut that stood its ground.

Four years ago Nick Stanley 
lay unresponsive on a busy 
Tauranga road as his wife 
Nicole knelt beside him in 
shock, six weeks’ pregnant 
with their second child. 
The occupational therapist 
had been hit by a van while 
cycling to work, devastatingly 
breaking his spine. For the 
high-school sweethearts, 
dreams of having a large 
brood were cut short when 
they learnt Nick was paralysed 
from the chest down.

At Auckland’s Middlemore Hospital, 
Nick was told he’d never walk 
again. The sports loving dad recalls, 
“When you wake up and three 
quarters of your body doesn’t work, 

THIS CRASH
SURVIVOR IS
SO GRATEFUL

it hits you pretty hard. You either 
get on with it for your beautiful 
family, or you just give up.” But 
Nick definitely wasn’t giving up. 
“The first thing Nicole said to me 
was that in terms of a spinal cord 
injury, it wasn’t too high. So right 
from the beginning I was filled with 
a lot of hope,” tells Nick, who lost 
function in his left arm. He focused 
on rehabilitation for his wife, 
precious toddler and unborn child.

For the optimistic family man, who 
insists there are a lot of people 
worse off than he is, it was a 
blessing. “I’m very fortunate,” says 
Nick, who was happy to finally 
reach out and cuddle his loved ones 
again. With patience, he learned to 
adapt to life in a wheelchair. “You 
can’t kick a ball around with the 
kids, but you can still read them 
books, give them hugs and smiles 
and get them dinner,” he tells. 
“I take them to swimming and 
athletics and we’ve started fishing 
off a local wharf. At the end of the 
day, I’m still their dad.”

When the couple decided to try 
for a third baby, they knew IVF 
was their only option. They also 
knew the odds of conceiving 
were slim. But with the belief 
another addition would bring joy 
after heartbreak, they endured 
the emotional rollercoaster of 
IVF, travelling to Christchurch’s 
Genea Oxford Fertility clinic for 
treatment…But in October last year 
they received exciting news – Nicole 
was pregnant! They were ecstatic.

“We always wanted a big family.
After the accident there was 
something we felt was missing. Our 
family wasn’t ready to be finished 
with two kids.” It was their third 
child last October – thanks to a 
successful third round of in-vitro 

fertilisation (IVF). “On a deeper 
level, you don’t want the accident 
to take away something as special 
as having children because it takes 
away so much else,” the doting 
dad tells. “We were pretty sceptical 
when everything kept coming back 
positive…but we got our little 
fella!”

“Thomas is very chilled-out, and just 
slotted straight into the family,” 
smiles Nicole, who married Nick at 
Ohope Beach, near Whakatane, 
six years ago. “He’s neat, and 
we’re happy living the best life 
we can.” For Nicole, the painful 
memory of driving past the crash 
site and seeing Nick is still raw. “I 
remember standing there touching 
my stomach, thinking I didn’t want 
to go into shock and lose the baby. 
Then I sat next to him and reassured 
him everything would be okay.” 

When Nick held a newborn Lincoln, 
now three, for the first time in 
June 2016 – eight months after 
his accident – was in an electric 
wheelchair. But by the end of 
that year, thanks to an intricate 
nerve transfer surgery, he started 
regaining movement in his arm, 
switching into a normal wheelchair.

His family is the reason Nick happily 
fights through some of the harder 
days with gratitude. “Our children 
are remarkable and know when 
they need to listen, and that things 
take a bit longer for Dad. And 
they always come and make sure 
I’m okay,” he beams. “Nicole’s also 
been by my side since the beginning 
of this journey and has never really 
left. That’s amazing as a husband 
and I’m pretty lucky.”

Condensed from Woman’s Day (NZ) – 2 

December 2019
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The mighty oak was once a little nut that stood its ground.

Ephesians 2:8-10
Why do you think God has left you 
here on earth instead of immediately 
taking you to heaven the moment 
you were saved? Think of all the 

hardships and heartaches you’d have escaped. 
Imagine the joys you’d be experiencing with Christ in 
heaven. But then again, who would be here to tell 
others the gospel of salvation if all the believers were 
taken out of this world?

If you are living and breathing, then the heavenly 
Father has a purpose for you, a ministry to fulfill. 
Don’t think of ministry as something done only in a 
church building by a select group of people. Service to 
God is the responsibility of every believer. It’s a matter 
of doing the “good works, which God prepared 
beforehand” for each of us to accomplish (Eph. 2:10).

Although the way we serve may change over time, 

HEYDON BAILEYwrote in to share some of the highlights from the 
devotion below by Charles Stanley, which he finds applicable to his walk with the Lord 
in terms of ministry. He wrote “Even a bed-bound or wheelchair-bound saint can pray 
for others or offer encouraging words to visitors and caregivers. If you are living and 
breathing, then God has a purpose for you, a ministry to fulfill. A believer’s goal is to 
serve God with our whole being , reflecting the love of Jesus through who we are. Our 
worship of God and instruction from His Word is what edifies us and equips us to serve 
another and go into the world to share the Gospel, which is exactly what I do for all of 
you through this ministry I have of selecting articles for your edification, and equipping 
you so you can go into the world to share the Gospel.”

we are never called to retire and do nothing. Even 
a bed-bound saint can pray for others or offer 
encouraging words to visitors and caregivers. A 
believer’s goal should not simply be to attend church, 
listen to a sermon, and receive enough spiritual food 
to get through the coming week. The goal is to serve 
God with our whole being, reflecting the love of 
Jesus through who we are. Our worship of God and 
instruction from His Word is what edifies and equips 
us to serve one another and go into the world to share 
the gospel.

Your entire life is meant to be an act of service to God. 
If instead you are living for your own happiness and 
goals, you will eventually be disappointed. But when 
you walk in the good works God has prepared for you, 
you’ll have the satisfaction of doing exactly what you 
were created to do.    
    - CHARLES STANLEY

DO YOU KNOW JESUS?
Often we know ABOUT Jesus but we don’t KNOW Him.

There are three reasons why you need Him
1. You have a past. You can’t go back, but God can. 

Read Hebrews 13:8. God can wipe the slate clean 
and give you a new beginning.

2. You need a friend. Jesus knows everything about 
you and wants to be your friend.

3. He holds the future. In Jesus you are safe and 
secure. See Jer 29:11-13

If you want to become born again, ask the Lord for 
forgiveness, and to come into your life. Jesus is the same 
today yesterday and forever.

Elevate 
Devotions
We are excited that we are starting a 
weekly devotion! These will be available 
on our website, Facebook and by email 
LAUNCHING on June 17th, in the lead up 
to Disability Awareness Sunday. If you are 
interested in contributing, please email  
devotions@elevatecdt.org.nz for our 
devotion guidelines. Elevate reserves 
the right to decline and/or edit any 
submissions. 

YOU WERE LEFT HERE TO MINISTER
Heydon at his baptism
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The secret of contentment is the realisation that life is a gift, not a right.

I’m Emma, I’m 23 years old and I was 
diagnosed with Aspergers Syndrome when I 
was a preschooler. A lot of people wish that they 
could have got a diagnosis that early, but for me, it 
was a huge shame factor. I never felt like I fitted into 
any of the stereotypes of what an “Aspie” is, but 
then again, I never felt like I fitted into the “normal” 
category either. I was just a lost soul, never really 
fitting in anywhere. I felt so alone, so isolated. I’m 
an extremely people orientated person... people are 
my life. To have a label that says I can’t form proper 
relationships with others was absolutely crushing for 
me. I thought, there was no way anyone would accept 
me if they knew who I really was,  

The idea that people with Autism can’t maintain 
proper friendships, that they can’t have a normal 
life, learn normal life skills or have a job or travel, 
that they can’t have empathy or ever see things from 
another person’s perspective, is an absolute myth 
and I stand here as proof of that fact. I am extremely 
empathetic and feel others’ emotions and pain 
deeply. I am also very extroverted. I currently co-lead a 
community house, which means I live in an intentional 
community with others - eating meals together and 
doing life together. I work for a mission organisation 
called Steiger. We host backpackers from all around 
the world, run events, and bring people together in 
community. Last year I fundraised enough money, so 
I was able to travel to the other side of the world, to 
Europe, on my own. I have formed many deep and 
beautiful friendships who encourage and celebrate 
my quirks, and empower me to be who I am. 

Autism may mean that we may have limitations that 
make some things harder for us than others. But so do 
people with chronic illnesses, mental illnesses, or any 
other limitations people might have. When I support 
my close friends through these things they have, I 
don’t see them any less - in fact, understanding helps 
me to love them even more, in the best way possible. 

So why do I think that when people find out about 
me having Aspergers that they would love me any 
less? We all have things that limit us but that’s why 
we’re all in this together. 

In Christ I can find my identity in Him. My identity 
doesn’t come from labels, it comes from Him. Living 
in community and growing in my relationship with 
God has helped me realise that I don’t have to hold 
so much shame for being different. God has made me 
who I am for a reason, and He doesn’t make mistakes. 

I love Elevate because it reminds me that we’re all in 
this together. We all have things that limit us but we 
don’t have to let those limitations hold us back. In 
2013 I served as part of the Kitchen team at Elevate 
National Camp, in 2015 I went as a buddy, and I have 
also been a cabin leader. 

Just like roses don’t cover up their thorns in order 
to show their beauty, we don’t have to have shame 
about our limitations. 

I know I’ve spent far too long trying to hide my thorns 
from the world. But the thing is, autism isn’t just the 
thorns, it’s the whole rose. There is beauty and there 
is hard stuff- just like anything. There is beauty in 
letting the world see who you are- all the thorns, all 
the beauty... Being open, vulnerable and free. Making 
mistakes, but supporting each other together. 

I shout out to all my tribe who empower me to be my 
crazy self, who support me in my stuff, and allow me 
to support you in yours - you guys are the rarest kind 
of jewels. Or should I say, roses.

Live like a 

by Emma Cox

yellow rose
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Magazine Editor and Ministries Director
Hugh and Di Willis
87 Deep Creek Rd, Waiake,
Auckland City 0630, 
New Zealand

Branches and Contacts

CFFD
Communication Liason for CFFD Branches: 
Jean Griffiths - Email: jngriffo7@gmail.com  Phone: 09 555 1947

Northland - Jacqui Gardner jacquigardner@outlook.co.nz 09 438 4952

Auckland - Viv Riddell cffdauckland@elevatecdt.org.nz 0212940320

Coromandel-Hauraki* -  
Shona Taylor shonawillie@xtra.co.nz 07 868 8782

Waikato - Heather Major  heatherjmajor@gmail.com 07 855 0681

Bay of Plenty - Deborah Dorofaeff*  debra.dorofaeff@gmail.com 021 054 7630

Hawkes Bay - Joan Parker      ej.parker@xtra.co.nz 06 877 8026

Taranaki - Richard West flourishwest@gmail.com 06 753 9466

Manawatu - Lyn Spencer lynette.spencer@inspire.net.nz 06 357 0045

Wellington - John Hawkins cffd-wgtn@actrix.co.nz 04 569 9096

Christchurch - Dave Palmer davepalmer@xtra.co.nz 027 216 5743

Dunedin -  
Patsy Appleby-Morrison patsylys@gmail.com 03 482 2505

Philippines CFFD
Janet Meehan pcffd.nz@elevatecdt.org.nz 027 2644 172
Ruth Beale   pcffd.nzsponsorship@elevatecdt.org.nz 027 492 7178

If you would like to help with our costs you could send a donation to: ELEVATE P.O Box 13-322, Onehunga, Auckland 1643 or 
direct deposit ANZ 01-0142-0029706-00

I wish to give for the magazine:     $................................................

I wish to give for general running costs: $ ....................................

Name: ............................................................................................................

Address: .......................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

Did you know that we can email you when the latest 
Encourager magazine is up on our website? To sign up, 
scan this QR code, phone us or update your contact 
details on our website. 

Attention - all those who have 
changed their email addresses 
PLEASE tell us your new ones

The secret of contentment is the realisation that life is a gift, not a right.

Ministries under Elevate

Emmanuel Ministry 
Nigel & Penny Shivas         emmanuel.support@elevatecdt.org.nz 09 846 2046

Torch
Auckland - Leyna Coleman leyna@actrix.co.nz 09 832 0130

Joy Ministries 
Communication Liason for Joy Ministries Branches:  
Jan Bridgeman - Email: bridgeman@xtra.co.nz  Phone: 027 641 2653

National Auckland Central, West & East –
Jan Bridgeman bridgeman@xtra.co.nz 027 641 2653

Hamilton - Jeni Hawker jenihawker@gmail.com 020 401 47198

Whakatane - Wanda Hughes bwtroop@gmail.com 07 312 3330

Hawkes Bay -  
Brad & Karen Spurgeon spurgeonnz@gmail.com 06 876 1106

Taupo -  
Jacqui & Stuart Crosbie       stuartandjacquicrosbie@gmail.com 027 956 3379

Masterton - Brenda Morgan bpbeacgan996@gmail.com 06 377 3125

Blenheim - David Clode clode11@slingshot.co.nz 03 578 0598

Other ministries around the country

Able to Worship - Warkworth Methodist Church
Jenny Trotter k.jtrotter@gmail.com 09 422 7358

Kumbayah - St David’s Presbyterian Church - Palmerston North
Ann Bennett  06 355 2818

Bible Friends - Wanganui
Louise Rostron rostrons@xtra.co.nz 06 344 5955

THRIVE - Greerton Bible Church, Tauranga
Ron Raikes thrive@gbc.org.nz 021 032 9660

The work of a young Te Awamutu photographer 
Elizabeth Raine who died last year forms part of 
a new exhibition entitled ‘From Where I Sit’. The 
exhibition is unique – all the photographs have been 
taken by wheelchair users from a seated position, and 
show a view of life from their perspective.  Elizabeth 
who received The Encourager hadn’t been expected 
to survive birth, then given two hours to live at six 
months. However, she defied the odds, and lived till 
30. She was not expected to be able to talk, walk or 
even eat due to a swallowing disability. Although 
she had 11 disabilities in total, and only attained the 

intellect of approximately 12 
years of age, she enjoyed life 
and made a huge impact 
during her lifetime. She had 
the loveliest nature and 
always put others ahead 
of herself. She walked with 
sticks for short distances, and 
always needed a trained adult 
to be with her at all times to ensure her safety. She 
gave her heart to the Lord in her late teens and 
insisted on being water baptized, four men holding 
a sheet, and everyone holding their breath in case 
she had a seizure with the immersion, but she came 
up with a big grin on her face, punching the air with 
her fist, and no seizures! 

Elizabeth was a great 
inspiration to many
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WHAT IS ELEVATE CHRISTIAN DISABILITY TRUST ALL ABOUT? 
We are an interdenominational parachurch organisation.  
We run meetings and camps throughout NZ.
We have four groups:

• CFFD (Christian Fellowship for Disabled) mainly for folk with physical disabilities.
• Joy Ministries mainly for those with intellectual disabilities.
• Emmanuel for families with children with disabilities.
• Torch for those who are blind or visually impaired.

We have a Centre in Auckland which is our main office, and where we also run a Drop In Centre 
three days a week. We welcome people with disabilities, volunteers and family members.

173 Mt Smart Road, Onehunga, Auckland • PO Box 13-322, Onehunga, Auckland, 1643
Ph: +64 9 636 4763 • Email: info@elevatecdt.org.nz • Website: www.elevatecdt.org.nz

NATIONAL SUPPORT OFFICE

“We  
welcome 

your  
enquiry”

Welcome to the 

OUTBACK
2 0 2 0

Kids Connect Camp 

Bug

Display!

Wellington CFFD camp

Speaker Rose doing mummies
depicting Egypt for a game!

Fun in the boats

Torch Christmas Lunch - Music Meeting and Christmas Crackers

Hamilton Gardens group picnic with Hamilton, Auckland and Bay of Plenty CFFD

FUN
around the 

Country

Group


